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Upcoming dates to remember
Monday, 19 February
Friday, 23 February
Monday, 26 February
Tuesday, 27 February

- Pupil Free Day, Staff Professional Development off site
- Playgroup 9am in the gym
- School Assembly, 2:45 in the gym held by 2/3/4 class - all
welcome
- Governing Council AGM 7:30pm followed by the first
meeting
From the Principal – Leah Kennewell

It’s been swimming week for the students from reception to year 5. It was very interesting to go and watch
the sessions this morning. There is so much of a focus now on being safe in and around the water.
Children this morning were practising rescuing others from the water with what might be objects at hand
during an emergency like sticks, ropes and buckets as well as the usual life buoys. Another group had to
swim in their clothes to see how heavy they were. Then they had to put on a life jacket while they were in
the water, and then they had to practise taking off most of their clothes in the water to simulate what they
might have to do in an emergency. Of course, they were also practising swimming strokes and the younger
ones were moving through the water in lots of different ways.
There were 291 drowning deaths in Australia in 2017. Thankfully, only 15 of those were in South Australia.
There were 685 non-fatal incidents that needed hospitalisation in 2016/17. What I did find interesting was
that 23% of deaths were in fresh water, while 17% were at beaches, and 16% were in the ocean or
harbours. I know that so many of us spend time ‘up the river’. What really shocked me was that 16% of
deaths are caused by simply falling into the water. (The highest
increase was in people over 75 years of age!) I think that it really is
fantastic that the State governments have continued to provide
swimming lessons for children in public schools over all of our
lives, so that our kids don’t become future statistics, and neither
do we.
Family BBQ/Meet the teachers What a great evening it was.
Thank you to everyone who came, it was a great turnout and the
food, the weather and the company was just lovely. I’m sure
everyone benefitted from listening to what our teachers had to say
about the year ahead in their class.
Pupil Free Day A reminder that this Monday, 19 February staff will
be at the Village Well at a Visible Learning Professional
Development day. School support staff will still be on the school
premises for the day.
New student We’d like to acknowledge Dillon Macauley as a new
student at the school and welcome him into the year 5/6/7 class.
He’s been at the school from the start of the year and we have a
good photo of him now.

Emergency Evacuation Permission Update
We are currently updating our list of people authorised to pick up students in the event of an emergency
evacuation ie. bushfire in the area. On the consent form sent home at the beginning of the year you would
have provided us with one emergency contact. If you would like someone other than that person to be
authorised to collect your child/children from school in an emergency if you are unavailable, or wish to add
a second person, please fill in the details below and send back to school or contact Nicola at
nicola.green485@school.sa.edu.au with an alternate name.

EMERGENCY EVACUATION PERMISSION
I/we ______________________________________________ give permission for the following
person/persons to collect my child/children ________________________________ in the event of an
emergency evacuation.
Parent/Caregiver signature _______________________ Date _________________
NAME

TELEPHONE NUMBER/S

Some work from our 6/7 class
In Literacy we have been studying Persuasive text. Each year 6 & 7 student wrote a letter to our Premier
and Minister for Agriculture for a plea to ban the caged chicken industry. Their letters were all very
heartfelt and persuasive. Here are a couple of examples, Darly & Helen
To whom it may concern,
I strongly believe that caged chickens should be
banned for the following reasons.
I am sure that caging chickens is cruel because they
don’t have enough room to move around and most
of the chickens have never seen light.
My opinion is that caged eggs don’t taste as good as
free range eggs. The only reason that people buy
the caged eggs is because they are cheaper.
The fact is that most of the chickens have a terrible
disease on their feet because they’re standing in
poo constantly and have had a horrible, sad life.
They would definitely be very sore.
You wouldn’t like being in a tiny cage for all your life
and not being allowed to move. You wouldn’t like
never seeing the light.
So it’s time we did something about caged eggs.
Yours sincerely,
Eden Lane, year 6, Lenswood Primary School

Ban Caged Chickens
I’m absolutely certain that we should ban caged
chickens for the following reasons.
It is vital that we ban caged chickens because they
are forced to live in small, confined area and never
breathe fresh air or see sunlight for their whole
miserable lives.
Everyone must agree that if chickens are free range
they will live happier, longer lives, and produce
more eggs for everyone. Free range hens live from
about six to 8 years where as caged hens live for
about 1 ½ years.
It is clear that we should ban caged chickens
because some have the space to live in that is only
as big as an A4 piece of paper and have to stand or
sit in their waste before getting slaughtered.
In conclusion, I feel very strongly that we need to
treat our animals with kindness.
I know I have convinced you that caged chickens
should be banned.
Sunny Trost, year 6, Lenswood Primary School

M&S Fees
School fees have now been invoiced to all families. Prompt payment of these fees is encouraged, however
if you need to set up some sort of payment plan for your school fees please see Julia in the front office
asap.
School Card We are very aware that family circumstances change, and that the challenges of agriculture
have been tough recently. The government is able to help families with the costs of education depending
on your family income. If you feel you may be eligible for school card and wish to apply, you are now able
to apply on-line through the SA Gov website at www.sa.gov.au. The threshold for families has increased
this year so please have a read of the information to see if you will be eligible. If you are unable to access
the website please come to the front office for a hard copy of the school card application form. We
encourage anyone applying for school card to do so asap to minimise the rush later in the year.
Aussie of the Month
This year we will be participating in the ‘Aussie of the Month’ program. Aussie of the Month is a primary
school recognition program which has been in operation for 20, with hundreds of schools participating
each year. Lenswood Primary School use to participate in this when it first commenced and we’ve decided
to bring it back. Aussie of the Month recognises students for their contribution to community through a
demonstration of Australian values. The intention is that it aligns to the Values for Australian Schooling and
Curriculum framework and recognises students for their effort outside of academic application or sporting
achievement, and instead acknowledges students who demonstrate good citizenship. The Lenswood
Primary School values we seek to amplify are:
Independence
Resilience
Creativity
Excellence
Community
These values will provide staff with a guide to selecting our monthly Aussie of the Month. Our first
recipient will receive their award at our assembly on Monday, 27 February. Each month the parents of our
chosen recipient will be notified before the assembly so they are able to attend the assembly and watch
the presentation.
Wheels Day
We will be holding our ‘Wheels Day’ at school this term. Each Thursday students from a
selected class are encouraged to bring their ‘wheels’ to school for recess and lunch. This
term Thursday Wheels Day will be:
Weeks 3, 6 & 9 – 5/6/7 class
Weeks 4, 7 & 10 – R/1 class
Weeks 5,8 & 11 – 6/7 class
Tissues
Our students seem to go through a lot of tissues. We know that some of you still encourage handkerchiefs,
and that’s what I use too, but we still go through boxes and boxes of tissues over the year. As an act of
generosity, we’re inviting every family to donate a single box of tissues to the school. We hope that it
won’t put too much of a dent in your budget, and that it will encourage students to be a bit more frugal.
Just send them along with one of your children, and we will be extremely grateful. Many thanks in
anticipation! Leah
Quotes of the fortnight

Upcoming Cake & Lunch Roster

Week 4, 20/2/18 (Tues) - Cupcakes

Sara Rosenthal & Jacqui Plummer

Week 5, 26/2/18

- P&F Lunch

Evelyn Pearce & Prue Olsen

Week 6, 5/3/18

- Cupcakes

Haley Mason & Helen Lane

Happy February birthday to:
Chelsea who turns 6 on the 21st,
Bella Bronzin who will be 8 on the 22nd
and Jacinta who will be turning 12 on 27th.

Community News
Lobethal Netball Club – Registration Day on Sunday 11 March at 9am
– 12 noon at the netball courts at the Lobethal Recreation Ground. All
junior & seniors are encouraged to attend to get information on
registering on line as well as an opportunity to purchase uniforms and
ask any questions that you may have. A free sausage sizzle will be on
from 11:30am.n of
Lobethal Netball Club – Junior Academy for girls and boys (and you
don’t have to be a registered Lobethal player to attend) commences
on Sunday 25 February and running for three consecutive weeks. Held
at the Lobethal Recreation Ground for a cost of $20 per child and $10
for each additional sibling. Cost includes specialist coaching at each
session, a Tigers cap, bbq and signing sessions with an Adelaide
Thunderbird on the last day. 9&U’s & 11&U’s at 9am – 10:15am and
13&U’s & 15&U’s at 10:15am – 11:30am. Spaces for this Academy are
limited so please get in early. Contact Kristy Aufderheide on 0439
840974 or Julia Cowlam on 0439 007153 or email Nicole Dienelt at
asnadienelt@bigpond.com.
Parenting SA present ‘Raising brilliantly behaved children’. Are you a
parent of a 5 – 12 year old? Want fewer behaviour dramas at home?
Hear psychologist, parenting author and commentor Jodie Benveniste
talk about: dealing with challenging behaviour in ways that bring out
your child’s strenths and true character, alternatives to discipline and
punishment, and encouraging cooperation rather than conflict. To
register go online at http://parentingsa.eventbrite.com.au or email
health, parentingsa@sa.gov.au.
Mitcham Girls High - If you are interested in having a look at Mitcham
Girl’s High, or at their specialist GifT Dance Program, please see the
notices on our community notice board. Audition dates are Monday 19
March at 9:15am and Tuesday 15 May at 9:15am. 2018 Open Day will be
held on Wednesday, 2 May.

Answers to the questions in the next newsletter.

