
 

Wednesday, 11 April 2018  
 

Upcoming dates to remember 
 

Fri, 13 April - Last day term 1, early dismissal 2:15pm 
Mon, 30 April - First day term 2, siren for school start at 8:45am 
Sat, 5 May - Car Boot Sale at school 10am to 3pm – P&F fundraiser  

From the Principal – Leah Kennewell 
 

We all know that students who can’t read well will have less success all through their lives. People with 
poorer literacy skills will earn less and be less healthy, as well as other lower key success indicators.  I’ve 
been reading “10 Staggering Statistics About Struggling Readers and Reading Growth” 
https://schoolleadersnow.weareteachers.com/staggering-statistics-about-struggling-readers-and-reading-
growth/  written just last month. The following is drawn from that article: 
 
Results from the world’s largest annual study of K–12 student reading habits found that students who started the year 
as struggling readers but ended the year at or above benchmark each day read just six more minutes than struggling 
readers who did not meet benchmark. Struggling-to-successful third graders also read 100,448 more words and had 
11 percent higher reading comprehension than their peers, while struggling-to-successful sixth graders read 230,422 
more words and had 9 percent higher reading comprehension. 
 
An analysis of more than 9.9 million students found that only those students who read 15 minutes or more per day 
made accelerated reading gains. Students who had less than 15 minutes of daily engaged reading time saw below-
average reading gains, putting them at risk of falling behind their peers. Students who read between just over a half-
hour and an hour per day saw the greatest gains of all. 
 
Worryingly, more than half of all students do not get enough daily reading practice. A mere 18 percent of students read 
30 minutes or more per day, and another 28 percent had 15 to 29 minutes of daily engaged reading time. The 
remainder—54 percent—read less than 15 minutes per day! 
 

            
 
We love to work in partnership with parents – that’s why I’ve put this information in.  We know it’s our job 
to teach your children to read.  We also know that when parents listen to their children read, when they 
read to children themselves, and when they read together as a family, it makes a huge difference to what 
kids can do at school.  With the holidays coming up, we’d like to thank all of you who will read with your 
children, and for those who don’t at the moment, we’d love it if you could make it part of your daily family 
practice. 

Principal: Leah Kennewell 
leah.kennewell769@schools.sa.edu.au 
Phone 8389 8278 I Fax  8389 8552 

https://schoolleadersnow.weareteachers.com/staggering-statistics-about-struggling-readers-and-reading-growth/
https://schoolleadersnow.weareteachers.com/staggering-statistics-about-struggling-readers-and-reading-growth/
https://www.renaissance.com/wkar-report/?utm_source=school-leaders-now&utm_medium=featured-article&utm_campaign=guide-to-reading-growth
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Sports Day 

Well done Strikers!!  
Congratulations on winning 
Sports Day this year.  It was 
close all day but for the last 
two relays really, so there 
was stiff competition this 
year!  It was great that so 
many parents and 

grandparents 
were able to 
come along 
and cheer on 
the students.  
We know that 
not all of you 

were able 
to come, 
and some of 

you 
could 

only come for a while, but it 
means a lot to the kids to have 
you there when you can be.  
We were all really impressed 

with the captains and vice-
captains: they showed really 
amazing leadership, organisation, flexibility and 
encouragement for the other students in their teams.  The staff 
all shared setting up and 

organising the 
day, and they 
deserve our 
thanks for all 
of that extra 
effort that 
they put in – 
one teacher 
even coming 
in on her ‘day off’ to help out and run groups. 



Wheels Day – Helmets 

A quick reminder to all parents of students riding their bikes to school or brining scooters and bikes for 
Wheels Day.  Please ensure your child has a correct fitting helmet appropriate for their age level.  Please 
make sure your child knows how to wear their helmet correctly.  We’ve noticed some students are bringing 
helmets that are too big and offer no protection if they fall off their bikes and scooters.  Thank you.  

Uniform order 

Please find attached the uniform order for term 2.  Please return the order form to us no later than week 1, 
Thursday, 3 May 2018.  No need to send money with your order, you will be invoiced for it. 

Quotes of the fortnight 

 

P&F News 

Hi everyone, we’ve had a great first term with the P&F and I would like to thank everyone that has helped 
out in any way shape or form whether it be helping with Monday Munchies, making cupcakes, or even 
helping on Sports Day.  Having everyone's help makes things go so much more smoothly and helps us to 
help the school as much as possible, like they say many hands make light work. 
This term we have put out a flyer for tea towels.  I have heard that the kids drawings look amazing and I 
can’t wait to see the finished product.  We will have them back just in time for Mother’s day and I think 
they will make a great little present for parents or grandparents.  Make sure to get your orders in asap so 
you don't miss out. 
We also had sports day this term and it was a great day all round, the weather was fantastic and I think all 
those involved had an awesome time. I would like to say a huge thankyou to everyone who helped out with 
the lunches and BBQ etc (I won’t name names for fear of missing someone) but thankyou so much for 
making the day a great success all round. 
Next term on May 5 we are holding our next fundraiser which is the CAR BOOT SALE.  Hopefully, you have 
seen the flyers for this around the school or even in the community. We are hoping to make this a fun day 
for all with a face painting stall, bbq lunch, cake stall and possibly some fun little games for the kids to play. 
If you have anything at home that you are thinking of selling or just stuff that is just taking up some much 
needed space but don't want the hassle of holding a garage sale then this is prefect opportunity to do that. 
If you don't think you have enough for a full stall, maybe see if a friend or family member has things they 
would like to sell and join up together.  There is a flyer on Julia's desk for you to write down your interest in 
holding a stall or if you don't want a stall please come along on the day for a look and purchase, we would 
love to see you all. 
Finally, the P&F are always looking for feedback or ideas for things you think the school may need or would 
like to see purchased for our children.  If you have any ideas or would like to come to one of our meetings 
please don't hesitate to speak to myself or one of the other members of the P&F or the teachers who can 
pass on your ideas, the school is one big community and everyone's ideas are important no matter how big 
or small.  
That's all from me for now, I hope everyone has a safe and enjoyable holidays, see you all next term, Lisa 
Golding, P&F President 



Iceblocks/Heated Lunches/Hats 

Iceblocks are not sold in terms 2 & 3.   

We do, however, heat lunches for students who bring food and leftovers from home they would like 
heated in the pie warmer only.  We heat lunches on Tuesdays to Fridays (not Mondays).  Lunches need to 
be wrapped in foil or in a heatproof container, clearly named with permanent marker and put on the tray 
near the pie warmer by recess each day.  We will not microwave food for lunches, pie warmer only. 

Hats do not need to be worn by students in term 2.  Put these in a safe place at home for the beginning of 
term 3!! 

Mrs Frost’s working group – ‘Jan’s Gems’ 

Mrs Frost works with various students each term in small groups focussing on developing and extending 
students’ skills in literacy.   Recently some wonderful poetry writing has been created while exploring 
words and grammar.  Some examples are: 

Tsunami 

It was waiting to pounce 

It will not announce 

The great might 

Will wipe everybody of 

their valuable sight 

People could see it coming 

We heard the engines 

humming 

That tragedy was a thriller 

It was a killer. 

By Leo Haese 

 

Tsunami 

Starting out at sea 

No one knows about it 

Where could it be? 

People starting to flee 

As the wave gets closer 

Some were even climbing 

trees 

A mother sheds a single tear 

And we all say it was a killer 

All people are in fear 

When will it be over? 

Kids screaming, adults yelling, 

Cars on their roofs like the 

old Land Rover 

It has been one year since 

the Tsunami 

And we have all grown 

together as one big family. 

By Addelie Flavell 

Tsunami 

Calmly drifting like a 

treat, 

People littering the ocean 

go mad 

And rose to a hundred feet! 

The first impact was 

critical 

Then it retreated out deep 

The people had a peek 

Then back like a gushing 

creek 

Suddenly in a blink it took 

people’s breath away 

Homes were tossed like 

hay 

Streets, fields and trees lay 

Battered, a shocking 

display! 

The killer ended its 

rampage that very day. 

By Jesse Maczkowiack 

 

Community News 
Volleyball SA – School Holiday Clinic 
for year 4 – 7 students.  This is something for beginners and experienced 
players.  Held at the Brighton Secondary School on Thursday, 26 April at 9am – 
3pm.  Cost is $55 per head and registrations are at 
www.volleyballsa.com.au/holidayclinics 
Phone 83631265 for further information. 

http://www.volleyballsa.com.au/holidayclinics


 


