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Independence – Resilience – Creativity – Excellence - Community 

From the Principal, Jess Moroney 

Wed, 15 May 2019 

Week 3 - Term 2 

Principal:  Jess Moroney 

Thur &Fri Naplan Yrs 3, 5 & 7 

Thurs 16/6 Wheels Day R/1 class 

Fri 17/5 Walk Safely to School 

Thurs 23/6 Wheels Day 2/3/4  

Fri 24/5 Play group 8:50 

Thurs 30/5 Assembly R/1 8:50 

Thurs 30/5 Wheels Day 5/6/7 

Thurs 13/6 Assembly 2/3/4 8:50 

Tues 18/6 Gov Council Mtg 7:30 

Mon 24/6 Pupil Free Day 

Monday Lunches Roster 

Lunch Helpers 

Wk 4 20/5/19 - Olivia Green & 

Evelyn Pearce 

 

 

 

Cake Makers 

Wk 5 27/5/19 - Serena Flavell 

Wk 7 (Tues) 11/6/19 - Tracey 

Mason 

As most people would now be aware, it has been a bit of a rollercoaster 
first couple of weeks for me and my start at Lenswood Primary School. At 
school it has been an exceptional start to the term. I have been impressed 
by the professionalism of our staff, the high quality learning of our students 
and the welcoming that I have received by the wider community. On a per-
sonal level it has been rather challenging with some unforeseen family ill-
ness. Over the weekend, my wife was hospitalised with pneumonia and 
spent a few days in ICU before now being transferred to the maternity 
ward. While it was rather shaky for a while, we are relieved to know that 
Hailey and our baby have stabilised and are doing well. If all goes well, she 
should be discharged over the next couple of days and will return home on 
bedrest. I would like to thank everyone for their care and supportive mes-
sages at what has been an incredibly challenging time for my family. A spe-
cial thank you to Nathan, who has agreed to step into an acting principal 
role for the next few days to oversee the administration of NAPLAN online 
and provide support to our staff while ensuring, that there are no disrup-
tions to usual learning programs at school while I am away. I would also 
like to thank Margie and Stephen from Uraidla Primary School, who came 
in to support on Monday and especially to the staff at Lenswood Primary 
who as expected have been exceptionally professional and have been able 
to pick up the additional workload in trying times. All going well, I aim to 
stop by for a short visit on Walk Safely to School day this Friday and say hi 
to the staff and students.   

While I have a few minutes, I’ll provide a bit of an update on a few projects 
that you are likely to see commence in the next few months. 

Reimagining the Secret Garden:  In the first two weeks, I spoke with all stu-
dents, staff and a range of parents to ask for input on what they thought 
was pertinent for Lenswood Primary School moving forward. I have been 
provided a great insight and will use this information to formulate a strate-
gic plan and vision for our school over the next few years. One topic that 
came through really clearly was that the students were eager to use the 
“secret garden” more regularly. At the end of week one, I put out an ex-
pression of interest for students to form a working party to investigate how 
we can develop the secret garden as a teaching, learning and recreational 
space. I have received quite a lot of interest and once back will convene the 
working party whose first step is to take an excursion to Lobethal Kinder-
garten and bush kindy. We are incredibly fortunate to neighbour Lobethal 
Kindy, which has been recognised as one of the best kindys in the country. 
As a working party we intend to meet with the kindy staff and students to 
research how bush kindy and the environment at bushland park is used as 
a natural educator.  The Lenswood students will work with the kindy staff 
and students to plan how we can further develop our “secret garden” into 
a multi-purpose space that can support learning across the curriculum, 

Wheels Day is back this 

term!! Commencing to-

morrow, dates and classes 

are: R/1 class - 16/5, 6/6, 

27/6, 2/3/4 class - 23/5, 

13/7 & 4/7—2/3/4 class 

and then on 30/5 & 20/6 

for the 5/6/7 class.   
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Walk Safely to School Day - change to starting point 

National Walk Safely to School Day is on this Friday, 17 May 2019.  Now in its 20th 
year, the annual campaign and community event encourages all primary school chil-
dren, their parents and carers to walk and commute regularly and safely to school.  
The even seeks to promote road safety, health, public transport and the environment. 

Australian children are becoming less active.  One substantial contributor is the de-
cline in walking and/or taking public transport to school.  Children who are regularly 

physically active are healthier, perform better academically and are less likely to be obese or overweight.  
Walking regularly is the best exercise because you can build it into your daily routine. 

Until they’re ten, children must always hold an adult’s hand when crossing the road. 

Please note new starting point:   all students need to be at the Lenswood Centennial Park (park opposite 
the Lenswood Gas Shop ’Our Patch’) between 8:30 and 8:45am this Friday morning.  Parents are invited 
to walk with our students and teachers to school and to join us for a shared pancake breakfast. 

cont’d from the Principal, Jess Moroney 

while also being an engaging play space during break times. This work will also consolidate our relation-
ship with the local kindy and is another way to ensure a smooth transition for future receptions that join 
us from Lobethal Kindy. I would like to thank Lee Munn and her incredible team of educators for inviting 
us to work with them in what is the first of many projects that we aim to work together on. 

School Improvement Plan:  Late last year, a three-year site improvement plan was launched by Paul Jude 
to support our school and the Department for Education’s plan of becoming a world class education sys-
tem. Paul has written a comprehensive plan, but left it quite open ended knowing that a permanent prin-
cipal would further adapt and tweak it this year. In my first few weeks, I have spent quite a lot of time 
identifying the best course of action for teaching and learning at our school and will re-present the SIP 
(school improvement plan) to Governing Council at our next meeting. This plan is a working document, 
which is open to change throughout the three years, but once endorsed by Governing Council, it will be 
available on the website for all parents to access. The plan contains major strategies for Literacy and Nu-
meracy improvement over the next three years and is a good insight into the exceptional work and pro-
fessional learning that our staff are doing to ensure that all students are achieving their personal bests in 
Literacy and Numeracy. While the Department stipulates that only Literacy and Numeracy appears in a 
SIP, it is important to note that at Lenswood we value all areas of the curriculum and have additional 
plans for ensuring that our students are achieving at a high standard across the board. 

I’d love to ramble on about the exciting learning that is happening at our school. I’ll leave it there for now 
and cannot wait to be back at school working alongside the staff, students and families at Lenswood.  

NAPLAN this week—Years 3, 5 & 7 

As you are aware, yesterday was the first day of NAPLAN, which our 
school is doing online. Unfortunately, some connectivity issues were 
experienced during the test due to technical difficulties at the nation-
al test authority. 

While this isn’t ideal, please be assured we have procedures to follow 
to minimise any impacts on our students, including rescheduling the 
test if required. 

National test authorities have advised they regret any inconvenience this has caused to schools and stu-
dents, and are working to rectify the issue as soon as possible. 

Our students will continue with NAPLAN tomorrow and Friday. 
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Upper Primary Class Business Enterprise - Pome Fest 

Drama and Media Studies 

You may remember at the end of last term our 5/6/7 class designed some greeting cards with apple and 
pear designs for their business enterprise class.  These cards have now been printed up and look amazing.  
They have been sent home and offered to the parents of our students to purchase for $16 if they wish.  It 
was also decided to order more cards and sell them at a stall at the upcoming Pome Fest Market on Satur-
day, 1 June at Fabrik, 1 Lobethal Rd, Lobethal (Old Woollen Mill).  We are also asking families to donate 
any apple or pear goods and condiments eg. cakes, slices, muffins, jams, dried fruit, chutneys, to sell at 
the stall also.  All money raised from the sales will go to reduce costs for the whole school camp in term 3.  
So, if you could donate any homemade goods with an apple/pear ingredient it really would be greatly ap-
preciated.  Obviously, all ingredients used will need to be clearly marked on the goods.  It would be ap-
preciated if all goods could be delivered to the school by Friday, 31 May. 

We will also be asking for student volunteers from the 5/6/7 class to be on the stall during this day to sell 
these goods.  A staff member will be on hand throughout the day but we would love to have two students 
on a 2 hour rotation between 10am and 4pm on Saturday, 1 June.  If your child is interested please let 
either Helen or Julia know asap so we can sort out a roster. 

Pome Fest is a two day event from 31 May - 1 June 2019 that offers a range of 

different activities covering all things apple and pear, with festivities to celebrate 
the end of this year’s apple and pear harvest in the Adelaide Hills.  There will be 
an Orchard & Packhouse Open Day on Friday 31 May followed by the Market  at 
the Old Woollen Mill in Lobethal on the Saturday which will include cooking 
demonstrations, featuring Callum Hann educational displays, fresh produce to 
purchase as well as pruning and grafting workshops.  

Green Screen 
Technology is an 
exciting and en-
gaging way to 
explore Media 

Studies.  Here we have used it to 
create documentaries, news re-
ports and adverts which exercis-
es many skills including collabo-
ration and team work, planning 
and organisation, writing and performing and using technology.   

Public Education Awards 

Nominate, recognise and celebrate an outstanding educator in the 2019 
Public Education Awards.  Get involved and say thank you to a leader, 
teacher or support staff member making a significant difference to the 
lives of their students and their communities. 

The Public Education Awards are entering their 9th year and we’re excited 
to share excellence in South Australian public education and invite you to celebrate and recognise an ed-
ucator who makes a positive impact every day.  

The Public Education Awards recognise excellence in South Australian public education, and nominations 
are open 1 to 31 May. Visit www.education.sa.gov.au/awards to nominate or fill in the nomination form 
we have located in the front office. 

http://www.education.sa.gov.au/awards
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Community News 

Are you a parent of a 5 - 12 year old? 
Want to encourage positive behaviour in your 
home? 
Come and join us or watch our live webcast. 
Hear psychologist, parenting author and com-
mentator, Jodie Benveniste talk about: 

 Understanding children’s behaviour so you 

can guide them to be their best 

 Responding to misbehaviour in positive and 

helpful ways 

 Reducing battles and encouraging more co-

operation in your home 

Register to attend or view the live webcast at: 
Online: http://parentingsa.eventbrite.com.au 
Phone: 8383 1660 
Email: health.parentingsa@sa.gov.au 
 
When: Wednesday, 22 May 
Where: City Rooms 
  Adelaide Convention Centre 
  Nth Terrace, Adelaide 
This seminar is designed for an adult audience. 

 

P&F News 

A big thankyou to everyone who helped and contributed to our label/wine fundraiser.  A massive 
$2,945.00 was raised from this amazing initiative.  Thank you to Linda MacAuley for organising and to Lisa 
Golding for her organising and label making - an awesome job ladies.  This fundraiser has proven to be 
extremely popular with both locals and people from outside of our community and will go a long way to 
help with subsidising the whole school camp in term 3 for every student. The P&F realise it’s been finan-
cially tricky for some families recently and are hoping this dona- tion to the camp helps relieve 
some pressure.  Due to popular demand we are placing another wine order.  If 
you want some more wine, please speak to Lisa Golding by the 
end of week 4, next week.   

Mid Year Dinner - Lenswood Rocks Winter!! Put it in your dia-
ry now!! Saturday, 29 June at Anderson Hill starting at 
6:30pm Parents, you deserve a night off, book the 
babysitters, ask some friends to join you and buy your tickets 
- $55/head inc food, drink on arrival and entertainment.  This event 
will be advertised to the wider community but we’re offering our school families first 
pick as numbers are limited.  We’re really hoping school parents will support and get behind this initiative 
by inviting friends along too, not just school families.  Lots of time and effort has been put in to making 
this a great night out.  Please contact the school or Lisa Golding on 0403 336824 to get your tickets.  


