Principal: Jess Moroney

Independence – Resilience – Creativity – Excellence - Community
From the Principal, Jess Moroney

Wed, 24 July 2019
Week 1 - Term 3
Thurs 25/7 Wheels Day R/1
Mon 29/7 Parent/Teacher Int
Tues 30/7 Parent/Teacher Int
Tues 30/7 SHINE Info session
7:30pm - 9pm
Wed 31/7 Parent/Teacher Int
Thurs 1/8 Wheels Day 2/3/4
Fri 1/8
Playgroup 9am
Tues 6/8 Principal’s Tour
Tues 6/8 Gov Council 7:30pm
Thurs 8/8 School Assembly R/1
Thurs 8/8 P&F Mtg 7:30pm
Fri 9/8
Soup Day lunch no. 2

Next School Assembly

Our next assembly
is on Thursday, 8
August run by our
Rec/1 class. Hope
to see you there.
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Welcome back from what I’m hoping was a
relaxing and enjoyable holiday break for everyone. As you’ll see, we had a busy holiday period, so I thought I’d take this opportunity to
take you through a few of the upgrades, some
quite visible and obvious, others equally important, but not so easy to see.
Physical Upgrades:
In the first week of the holidays quite a large number of
parents, staff and even a few students rolled up their
sleeves and painted all three classrooms. It was a huge
few days, but we managed to freshen up all rooms with
a ‘neutral white’ colour, which will be brought to life
with exhibitions of student work throughout the term.
On behalf of the students, staff and school community I would like to formally thank everyone
who lent a hand. Not only did we have painters,
but we also had staff sorting science equipment
and cooking lunches, parents looking after children while others painted, and a few of our senior students learning to cut in the many window
frames. Even though it was a gruelling two days’ work, it was such a nice
feeling to get together with the wider community to really bring our classrooms to life. While we’re talking of physical upgrades, we have had builders commence repairing structural components of the drama room, so it
can be painted throughout the term. Once painted, Darly will work with
students to improve the external appearance with performance and music
related murals. Finally, we have successfully installed a new server
throughout the second week of the holidays. While this upgrade was expensive and not at all visible, it was very much needed. We now have a
server which will enable us to roll out new computers and a range of updated technologies over the next couple of years.
Remaining Student Free and School Closure dates for 2019:
All Government schools were allocated four student free days and one
school closure to use at any stage throughout 2019. The purpose of a student free day is to close the school to students to enable staff to engage in
a full day of professional learning.
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cont’d… from the Principal, Jess Moroney
Whereas a school closure is where the entire school is closed for both staff and students and is generally scheduled
near a day of significance for the school or local community. This year we have already had two student free days,
leaving two more and one school closure. I have now scheduled the remaining days and will provide the details to
support you with planning.
Student Free Day 1: Thursday 29 August 2019 (Term 3, Week 6) – Writing workshop with Sheena Cameron (NZ)
Sheena Cameron is a world class educational consultant in literacy. The Torrens Valley Partnership have employed
her to come over and tailor a workshop to meet the needs of Adelaide Hills educators. The cost of engaging Sheena
is significant; however, we are really fortunate that the Torrens Valley partnership have welcomed our staff to
attend this session at a minimal cost to the school. Not only will our staff be working with a world class educational
consultant, but they will also have the opportunity to network with nearby colleagues from Lobethal, Woodside,
Gumeracha and Birdwood. As an added bonus, Nicola and Kylie have also been invited to spend the morning at
Gumeracha attending a training session for support staff on how to help students requiring additional support with
writing. While a Thursday is not the best day to hold a student free day, the opportunity to work with such a high
quality consultant in a small tailored session is a rare opportunity that could not be missed.

Student Free Day 2: Friday 13 September 2019 (Term 3, Week 8) – Scenic Cluster workshop with Martin
Westwell.
This student free day was arranged in term one and will look at staff working with teachers from Norton
Summit, Uraidla and Basket Range to develop units of work that “intellectually stretch” our students. It
will be a hands on, interactive day where we will work collaboratively to develop the next step for each
student on a chosen topic within the Australian Curriculum. Martin Westwell was originally from the UK,
is a well-known consultant within the Department for Education and is a fantastic presenter, who our
staff will get a whole lot from.
** Please note: we usually aim to have one student free day per term. However, given the opportunity to
work with the likes of Sheena and Martin, it would be remiss of me to hold one for next term and miss
out on working with these outstanding experts. We will not be holding a student free day in term 4, but
will reserve our school closure day for next term.
School Closure: Friday 1 November, 2019 (Term 4, Week 3)
The school closure for this year will be the Friday that follows our Alice in Lenswood Land performance.
After a discussion with staff, it was suggested that performance week is quite draining for the students
and after the late night on the Thursday they would benefit from us holding our school closure on this
date. It also happens to be the Friday before the Uraidla show. Historically we had kept a show day for-0
the Royal Adelaide show, but it was found that a range of families still attended the Royal show on alternate days, so there was a decision made at school to have our closure day nearer to the Uraidla show and
not aligned with the Royal Show.
Please feel free to contact me if you would like any further information regarding these educational opportunities for our staff. We will continue to publish these dates in the newsletter throughout the term.
Again, I hope you have all had a restful holiday break and I look forward to seeing
you all at school throughout the term.
Aussie of the Month - June
Congratulations to our June Aussie of the Month, Kye Schultz. Kye Iis a kind and
considerate student. He is always helpful. Goes out of his way to help others. He is
often seen picking up sports equipment after school with no prompting. He is always polite and well mannered. He cleans up not only himself but is often helping
others clean up. t’s a pleasure to have Kye June Aussie of the Month - well done
Kye!
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Term 2 Interschool Chess Tournament
On Thursday 27 June, we sent 9 students to
represent our school at the Interschool
Chess Championships held at Norton Summit Primary. The competition has been
long standing and after a range of lunch
time training sessions, we decided to enter
Lenswood’s first ever team. Our students
represented the school exceptionally well
and finished as the 3rd best school in the
competition. Congratulations to Zac, Eden,
Grace, Thomas, Bella, Israel, Dillon, Beau and Reuben who all played incredibly well on the day. A special
mention to Reuben, who was ranked equal second best player for the tournament, missing out on first
place by half a point. The tournament was such a success, that a
second tournament will be held this term on Thursday 26 September (Week 10). With a little more practice we might be able
to take out the major prize.
School Performance - Alice in Lenswood Land
The students have begun rehearsing for our annual production,
"Alice in Lenswood Land" which will be presented in the gym on
Thursday, 31 October. We will be having a matinee between recess and lunch as well as an evening performance. Please write
this important date in your calendar as all students are involved. The Year 6/7 students play the principal roles while the R
- 5 students form the chorus.
We have managed to find, borrow, buy and make quite a
few costumes but still need help in finding the following:
Black leggings/pants and black long sleeved tops for the R-4 students, forest animal costumes for the R/1's (foxes, rabbits, birds
etc) and a red costume for our Queen of Hearts (Grace).
Each student has a named bag which will contain their costume
items. Please ensure all of their costumes are named so we can
be super organised back stage.
We also need quite a few medieval looking
swords, a hand held mirror, three large transparent jars and lengths of canvas or calico to
cover (and paint) four large rostra blocks.
If you are able to lend us any of the above costumes or props or if you have anything else
you think we could use, it would be very much
appreciated. Thank you in anticipation, Darly
A big thank you to Bianca Bronzin and her talented sister for making and mending many of
our costumes and to Thomas Christian for
mending (actually rebuilding) the Queen's
seat.
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Principal’s Tour - Prospective students in 2020
Jess will be conducting a Principal’s Tour of our school to all prospective students and parents for 2020. If
you or anyone you know with kindy age children might be thinking about Lenswood PS in 2020, please let
them know about the tour. Tuesday, 6 August at 10am, visit classes, meet the Principal, discuss how
Lenswood could beet the needs of your child. RSVP to Julia on 8389 8278.
Parent Teacher Interviews
A reminder that Parent/Teacher interviews are being held next week on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.
Spaces are still available but be quick to book the time you want.
Visit
www.schoolinterviews.com.au and enter the code f2rd6. Teachers would really like to touch base with
every parent, however if there is not a time that suits you, contact your child’s teacher who will be more
than happy to arrange an equally mutual time for you meet.

Community News
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