Lenswood Primary School - Newsletter
Independence – Resilience – Creativity – Excellence - Community
From the Principal, Jess Moroney

Wed, 13 November 2019
Week 5 - Term 4
Mon 18/11 Kindy Transition (3)
Tues 19/11 Rugby Carnival @ Mt
Barker Yrs 5 - 7
Wed 20/11 Music Hub Concert
Loby PS 9:15am
Music Hub Concert
Loby PS 6:30pm
Thur 21/11 Assembly 2/3/4 class
Fri 22/11 Playgroup 9am
Mon 25/11 Kindy Transition (4)
Thur 28/11 P&F AGM 7:30pm
Fri 29/11 Volunteer Afternoon
Tea 2pm
Wed 4/12 Governing Council
Meeting 7:30pm

Monday Lunches

Lego League Award Winners:
Over the past few months a small group of our year 4-7 students have been working
every Tuesday afternoon with Sara and Carey (parents and robotics experts) to prepare for the Lego League Regional Championships. As part of the lead up work, our
students had to design and build a Lego robot, meeting specific criteria and had to
be able to complete a series of missions. To complete the missions, our students had
to learn to program/code their robot to complete a tasks without human interaction.
The second part of the project was to develop a community plan to improve one aspect of their local surroundings. Our students chose to look into ways to develop the
facilities at the Lenswood Oval. On Sunday, our students participated in the regional
championships and had an outstanding day. They had to work together as a team,
solve problems in real time and use their robot to compete against teams from
across the region. Our students performed exceptionally well on the day and took
out a major award for the mechanical design of
their robot. A huge congratulations to Seth,
Henry, Jack, Ellie, Scott, Cam, Millie, Angus and
Eddie who represented our school exceptionally
well on the day. They not only competed with
schools more than 10 times our size, but they
showed that they could punch well above their
weight and were incredibly competitive
throughout the whole day. A big thank you must

Lunch Helpers
Wk 6 18/11/19 - Jess B & Bri H
Wk 8 2/12/19 - Helen L & Carey H
Cakes

Wk 7 25/11 - Tracey M & Kylie H
Wk 9 9/10 - Susie G & Hannah H

Next School Assembly
Our next assembly is at
8:50am on Thursday,
21 Nov being run by
our 2/3/4 class. Hope
to see you there.

go to Carey and Sara for all of their work preparing the students. Without their guidance and support this program could not be possible. Also thank you to all of the
parents who supported throughout the term and again on the day. What a great success story for our school and one which we will continue to build on in 2020.
Parent Opinion Survey:
Thank you kindly to the parents who have already completed the online parent opinion survey. This is a great opportunity to provide us with clear feedback regarding
what we are doing well and what we can improve. The information provided will allow us to self-reflect and improve our practice as we build on what is already a great
school. We are aiming to have all families respond to the parent opinion survey.
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cont’d… from the Principal, Jess Moroney
If you haven’t already, please take the time to do so. All surveys will be closed and reports will be collated after
close of business this Friday. Don’t forget to send Julia a screenshot of the final screen as your entry into the random
prize draw.
At Lenswood we value our parent opinions highly. While there are many examples of this, one that comes to mind
recently is a suggestion to provide a wider range of acknowledgements of student achievements or positive actions.
A range of parents had brought to our attention that some students will go through their schooling and not be recognised by the major ‘Aussie of the Month’ award. As a staff we discussed the issue and have decided that as of
2020 we will implement merit certificates which will be handed out at assembly to acknowledge students who are
demonstrating the five school values (excellence, independence, resilience, creativity and community). We agree
with the parent group that we don’t want a system where “every player wins a prize.” However, we do want a system where we can acknowledge the positive qualities which we see regularly from our students. Keep an eye out
for them at the first assembly of 2020.
Year 7 is moving to high school:
As you would be aware, year 7 public school students will be taught in high school from term 1, 2022. For a smaller
school like us, it is important that we proactively plan for the change, hence why we are working closely with the
local kindergartens to ensure that we are not significantly impacted by the change in 2022. The Department for Education has provided the information below to keep parents informed as this process commences. Please take a moment to read through the information and to find out more visit www.education.sa.edu.au or share your feedback
directly to the Department Year7toHS@sa.gov.au
Your child’s wellbeing is important:
Your child’s wellbeing is just as important in high school as it is in primary school. We know from our high schools
that already have year 7s and from interstate learnings that year 7s look forward to the excitement, challenges and
broader opportunities that high school brings. We also know that the transition time can be quite challenging for
students.
Support will be available:
Schools will help year 7s adjust to new routines and different academic demands for starting high school in 2022. To
support with planning, high schools will be given evidence about what works to support early adolescents to feel
safe and confident. The supports will carry across schools, so it’s best to check with your new high school about how
transition will work.
It’s a big year for year 8s
In 2022, year 7 and 8 will begin high school in the same year for the first time. We are mindful of having a smooth
transition for new high school students. Our year 7s and year 8s will receive appropriate support when starting high
school for the first time in 2022. Primary schools will make their own local policy surrounding graduation. Historically primary schools have been advised to provide graduation ceremonies for their final year of schooling only. At the
end of 2021, this is likely to involve year 6 and 7 students for the first time.
The Department for Education is supporting secondary schools to commence the intake of year 7 students in 2022.
Some area schools and private schools have commenced approaching parents to transition their children early. As
many parts of the year 7 to high school program are yet to be finalised (including staffing, facilities etc) it is strongly
advised that parents wait until 2022 to transition their children to high school. If you would like more school based
information regarding the changes, please contact your child’s primary school directly. Otherwise, as further departmental information is released, we will continue to provide it through newsletters.
Surveys regarding OSHC transport are going home today with students. Please have a read and return the completed tear off slip prior to Wednesday, 20 November.
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Aussie of the Month - August & October

Congratulations to our two recent Aussie of the Month recipients.
August - Solomon shows persistence and determination in the classroom. He always demonstrates a positive attitude towards his learning
and works well with others in group situations. Solomon is a kind and
considerate boy who consistently uses his manners. He takes his responsibilities as our class pet monitor seriously and never needs to be reminded to provide regular care. Solomon will always do things like, open the
door for you or offer to carry bags and equipment. He is always sensitive
to the needs of others and shows empathy when required. Solomon will
hold a mature conversation and will reciprocate with sincere questions
like… "I'm good thanks. What about you? Do you feel better
now?" Solomon is a very worthy recipient of an Aussie of the Month.
October - Henry is a quiet achiever. He puts a maximum effort into everything he does. Henry is a polite
and considerate young man. He is helpful and respectful. Henry listens to and responds fully to others. He can often be seen helping other people whether it be cleaning up their mess or helping out with
their work. Henry is a very worthy recipient of our Aussie of the Month.
Remembrance Day
We commemorated Remembrance Day on Monday with a very moving
ceremony presented by our 5/6/7 class. Poems
and demonstrations of courage, resilience and
excellence were discussed and presented to
those
in
attendance.
Our flowers
were placed
at our Sleeping Soldier in
memory
of
those fallen.
Thank you to
Ms Read and
her class for
organising the ceremony and everyone who attended and donated flowers.
Beach/Surf Ed Day - Wed, 11 December 2019
Notes are going home today with information about our Surf Education day at Port Elliot, Horseshoe Bay
on Wednesday, 11 December (last week of term). To keep this excursion as cheap as possible we are using our Premier’s Be Active Grant of $1,000 as well as asking parents/caregivers to drive rather than book
a bus. By doing this we have been able to reduce the cost for the entire day to $10 per student. However, we are asking for drivers. Are you able to help out? If so, please indicate on the form going home today. As a way to say thank you, lunch will be supplied for you. Your assistance with this is greatly appreciated. We aim to depart school by 9:00am but please be here by 8:45am, and arrive at the Port Elliot
lifesaving club at 10:15am. All students will take part in 2 sessions, (10:30 – 12:00 and 12:30-2:00) with a
lunch break at 12:00pm. Students should return to school at approximately 3:30-3:45pm. If your child
needs a booster seat please drop it off in the morning with your child. More information about transport
will be sent home closer to the day.
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Instrumental Music Hub - Wed 20 November, 2019
Today our Music Hub performers held a concert at Paracombe PS. Thank you to those who drove today.
Our last two Music Hub performances are on next Wednesday at Lobethal Primary School. Students need
to be at the morning concert by 9:15am. Drivers for this concert are: Tess S, Jess B, Paul B, Bec F and Sara
R. Please be ready to leave our school at 9am and make sure you have signed a transport form prior to
leaving. The evening concert commences at 7pm with students required there at 6:30pm.
P&F News
Today our P&F are sending home raffle books with students. They are asking that each family sell a book
of 10 tickets at $1 each for their ‘End of Year raffle’, drawn at the End of Year Presentation (if you would
like more books please see Julia in the office). The funds from this raffle will go towards the IT upgrade
project for next year. They would also love you to be able to help out by donating goods to go towards
the raffle prizes. Produce, books, games, chocolates, toys, anything you can donate would be greatly appreciated. All donations are to go in the allocated box in the school kitchen. Raffle books will need to be
returned by the end of week 8 whether you have sold all the tickets or not. Thank you for your support
with this.

Community News
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