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Independence – Resilience – Creativity – Excellence - Community 

From the Principal, Jess Moroney 

Wed, 11 March 2020 

Week 7 - Term 1 

 

 

Tues 17/3 Gov Council 7pm 

Fri 20/3 Assembly - 8:50am 
 Upper Class 

Fri 20/3 Playgroup  

Fri 20/3 Harmony Day 

Fri 27/3 Sports Day 

Sun 29/3 Kids’ Farmers Mar
 ket 10am - 2pm 

Mon 30/3 Student Free Day 

Lenswood Primary School - Newsletter 

HAPPY MARCH 
BIRTHDAY  TO  

 

Cam who will be 
8 on the 17th, Ellie 
who turns 10 on 

the 22nd, Jemima 
B who turns 10 on 

the 24th and 
Asha who will be 

7 on the 26th. 

Kitchen Garden Program 

We are excited to announce that our kitchen garden program here is under-

going a major revamp. As part of the rejuvenation of the garden, we have 

linked with the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Foundation to ensure 

that our staff and students are equipped with all the resources they need to 

make the program a success. Kylie and Nicola have attended formal Stepha-

nie Alexander training and have returned with a suite of resources and ideas 

for our school. They have commenced by removing the existing beds that 

were well past their used by date and will be working with students to install 

three ‘wicking beds’ in their place. In addition to this, some students have 

already had the opportunity to commence propagating seeds in pots they 

made using recycled newspaper. Throughout the year all children will have 

the opportunity to work in the kitchen and garden as a hands on approach 

to delivering the Australian Curriculum in an engaging manner. 

NAPLAN Online 

During term two, all year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students across the country will sit 

NAPLAN, with most schools now participating online. As part of preparing 

the country for a major online assessment, there will be a national trial of 

the platform and software on March 23. All Lenswood students in years 3, 5 

and 7 will attempt a NAPLAN style assessment to test our system. As this is 

just a test of the system, students will not be graded and schools/parents 

will not receive a report regarding achievement. However, it does give the 

students an opportunity to familiarise themselves with the style of assess-

ment that they will sit next term. 

The official NAPLAN testing window will commence mid-May and is an im-

portant test for us as a school to monitor our progress against our school 

improvement plan. While it is only one method for monitoring student 

achievement, we find it is extremely beneficial for us to look at whole school 

trends regarding achievement to ensure that we are tracking towards the 

targets we have set. While there is some controversy regarding NAPLAN 

testing across the country, we find it a useful tool to identify student 

achievement and next steps for learning. We use the data from these tests 

to personalise learning and identify next steps not just for the students, but 

also for whole school growth. More information will come out to parents in 

years 3, 5 and 7, but if you have any concerns about your child sitting 

NAPLAN, please contact me at your earliest convenience.  

Monday Lunches Roster 

Lunch Helpers 

WK 9 23/3 - Lisa & Jacqui J 

 

Cake Makers 

Wk 8 16/3 - Tracey Mason 

Wk 10 30/3 - Susie Green 

           THANK YOU 
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cont’d… from the Principal, Jess Moroney 

Year 7 to High School – School based update 

You will have noticed regular Department for Education updates in the newsletter about the major shift, 

which is occurring at the start of 2022. For us here at Lenswood, we are planning ahead to ensure that our 

students and their families are supported for this major transition. To bring you up to speed, all of the stu-

dents in year 6 and 7 at the end of 2021 will commence at high school the following year. This means that 

in 2021 we will acknowledge all year 6s and 7s as senior students.  

In previous years, we have been instructed by the Department to only hold graduation ceremonies for 

students in year 7, however in this particular year all year 6s and 7s will be graduating. Throughout our 

planning, we will be mindful of both cohorts, understanding that both groups of students will have to be 

supported. For the year 6s, they will be finishing primary school a year early and commencing high school 

without the opportunity of “being a year 7.” Conversely, the students in year 7 will also be sharing their 

senior year with another group of students. Being a smaller school, we are quite fortunate that we can 

celebrate both groups of students authentically as seniors and ensure that they are all supported. Please 

be mindful that there will naturally be some changes to existing processes as this is a major state-wide 

shift for education. Following 2021, all Department for Education schools will acknowledge and celebrate 

year 6s as the senior students, hence graduation ceremonies will occur only for students in that year level.  

Thank you Parade 

You are all invited to join us in a march down the main street of Lobethal to say thank you to those who 

protected our community and have supported the recovery. A note went home last week asking for ap-

proximately 20 children and a few parents to join me as we march to say thank you. We will meet at the 

top of the main street (near the new Fodder Store) at approximately 5:45pm, before commencing the 

march at 6:00pm and finishing at  Mill Square (not the Rec Ground Oval) where you can collect your chil-

dren. Following the parade, there will be a street party including entertainment and food vendors. We 

would love to see as many families as possible join us in thanking everyone who is working with our com-

munity as we continue to recover. 

 

Volunteers at Schools 

Do you volunteer here at school?  Do you hear reading, work in the classroom or library, coach students in 

sporting or other activities or help cook with our students?  If so, you are awesome and we really appreci-

ate everything you do for our kids.  All volunteers who provide ongoing assistance with education and 

care sites must have: 

 DHS - Working with Children Check (formerly a DCSI clearance) 

 RAN-EC - Responding to Abuse and Neglect - Education and Care course for volunteers 

  DfE - Volunteer Induction - online session 

If you have previously completed the online RAN or the Volunteer Induction you do not need to do these 

again.  However, your current DCSI check is only valid for three years from date of issue.  Please check 

yours has not expired.  The new DHS Working with Children Check is valid for 5 years. 

If you have not completed the RAN-EC or the Volunteer Induction and would like to please let Julia know 

and she will organise a time for an online group session to happen here at school.  

If you have any questions about your clearances please speak with Julia. 
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Urrbrae Agricultural High School - Open Day 

Urrbrae Agricultural High School is South Australia’s special interest secondary school catering for stu-
dents with a strong interest in the areas of agriculture, horticulture, technology and the environment.  
Students have the opportunity to further their understanding of agricultural, horticultural and environ-
mental principles and practices while at the same time completing a comprehensive secondary school 
curriculum. 

SA Dental 

Children with poor oral health are more likely to expe-

rience pain, to miss days from school and to perform 

poorly in the classroom.  Untreated tooth decay can 

lead to problems with speaking, eating and learning.   

SA Dental Service sees over 80,000 children for dental 

care each year, but data shows that 57.5% of eligible 

children in SA are not using the Medicare Child Dental 

Benefits Schedule.  

There are no out of pocket costs for children covered 

by the Medicare Child Dental Benefits Schedule     

Help us improve the oral health of children in your 

school by promoting SA Dental Service.  All children 

are welcome at SA Dental clinics. 

Aussie of the Month - February 

Congratulations to our first Aussie of 

the Month for 2020, Jemima Boyle.  Jemi-

ma has demonstrated our school values in 

various ways so far this year.  Jemima re-

ceives the award for her consistent kind-

ness she shows towards others, is always 

polite and considerate.  Jemima helps 

others when they need it and has demon-

strated a constant effort with her work.  

She will clean up her mess and other peo-

ple’s mess and will always offer to help 

when she can. 

A very worthy recipient of our February 

Aussie of the Month.  Well done Jemima. 

https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/services/medicare/child-dental-benefits-schedule
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