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Independence – Resilience – Creativity – Excellence - Community 

From the Principal, Jess Moroney Wed, 25 March 2020 

Week 9 - Term 1 

 

 

Mon 30/3 Student Free Day 

 

Lenswood Primary School - Newsletter 

Happy Birth-
day to: 

 

Cam F who turns 
11 on the 3rd, Lily 
who will be 10 on 
the 12th, Edward 
M who turns 12 on 
the 17th & Angus 
who turns 11 on 

the 28th. 

It’s a little bit challenging to think about what to write at a time where all 

things are constantly changing and there is such a level of uncertainty. It’s 

pretty rare that I would quote a politician, but “for many of us, 2020 is go-

ing to prove to be one of the most challenging years of our lives.”  At times 

like this, I tend to look at the things that we can control rather than those 

things that we cannot. As always, our focus is firmly on our students and 

their families.  Our thoughts are with those who have been impacted again 

by something out of their hands and we would like you to reach out to us if 

there is anything we can do to support.  Rather than focus on the nega-

tives, I would like to give a little insight into some of the positive and proac-

tive work that is happening here at school. 

Continuity of Learning: 

As of Tuesday 25 March, we had 45% of our families electing to keep their 

children at home. I mentioned in a letter to families that you have our full 

support, whether you send your children to school or keep them home and 

we wholeheartedly respect your decision.  Currently, our school is open 

and running at full capacity.  However, with the uncertainty around COVID-

19, our class teachers have been working around the clock to prepare packs 

of school work to ensure that if schools close our students can continue 

their learning at home.  I must thank all of the staff here who have worked 

diligently to not only prepare engaging learning for the children at school, 

but to also prepare work and support for those at home.  

In addition to the resources that have already gone home, the Education 

Department has just released a new online curriculum portal https://

www.education.sa.gov.au/our-learning-sa. This site is an online collection 

of education materials and has been developed by department curriculum 

managers and expert teachers. The site provides learning materials and ac-

tivities across all learning areas in the Early Years Framework and the Aus-

tralian Curriculum. There are materials that are appropriate for families as 

well as resources that are more targeted towards teachers. 

The new easy-to-use website supports:  

 continued learning between school and home 

 students with opportunities to work independently 

 parents and caregivers with resources and guidance to support learn-

ing at home  

 teachers with resources to support them teaching the curriculum. 

Monday Lunches Roster 

Lunch Helpers 

WK 11 6/4/20 - Olivia & Sally 

 

Cake Makers 

Wk 10 31/3 - Susie Green 

(Note:  Tuesday) 

           THANK YOU 

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/our-learning-sa
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/our-learning-sa
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cont’d… from the Principal, Jess Moroney 

This space has been created with urgency to support school and preschool communities in this challeng-

ing time and will continue to be developed over the coming weeks and months.  If you are working from 

home and are looking for additional ideas to support your children, please take the time to have a look 

and remember that I am always on the other end of the phone or an email if you would like some sup-

port. 

Over the coming weeks we will be continuing to work through how school work can be delivered if there 

was to be longer term closures for schools.  At this stage we are looking at a balance of paper based and 

online work, but this will be confirmed as we work through the challenges ahead.  This is an incredibly 

challenging time for all including staff at school, but rest assured that we are working tirelessly to ensure 

your children are supported and will still have access to a quality education. 

NAPLAN 2020 Cancelled 

You might have heard throughout the media that NAPLAN has been cancelled for 2020.  NAPLAN was 

scheduled for mid-May and must be completed at the same time each year to ensure the results are com-

parable.  Given the uncertainty of how schooling might look in the coming months, the Federal Govern-

ment has made the decision to cancel for 2020. 

Now onto a few recent highlights: 

Kitchen Garden: 

Kylie, Nicola and the students have worked incredibly hard over the past fortnight and we now have three 

fully functioning and planted wicking beds and two planted up traditional beds.  It has been outstanding 

to see all children not only engage in preparing soil, planting and learning about different styles of garden-

ing, but they’re also really taking care of the space and making sure it is well looked after.  

Picasso Cow 

Welcome to our yet to be named Picasso Cow. We were fortu-

nate enough to secure a life sized cow as part of our link to 

Dairy Australia. Next term our students will all be learning 

about aspects of dairy farming and will use their new 

knowledge to design artwork which will be painted on our cow. 

The cow will form part of the Arts Extravaganza and will then 

permanently live in our food garden.   

Pupil Free Reminder 

Finally, just a reminder that we are going ahead with the scheduled pupil free day on Monday 30 March. 

The planned staff learning is predominantly linked to developing problem-based approach to teaching 

mathematics, but will now also include a major section on remote learning and what that might look like 

for our community.  

During challenging times, it is important to find opportunities to do kind things for others and more im-

portantly than ever look after yourselves and your families. 

Take care,  Jess Moroney    
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Harmony Day 

Kitchen Garden 

It was wonderful to have past pupil Hannah Martin 

teaching here at our school last week relieving Darly 

for the day.  Hannah is fresh out of Uni with her 

teaching degree and eager to learn more.  The kids 

loved Hannah and we look forward to having her re-

lieve again in the future.   Thanks Hannah. 

Past Pupil - Hannah Martin 
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Community News 

Kitchen Garden cont’d... 

Uniform/Lunch Orders/Accounts 

 Uniform and Monday Lunch Order forms will be sent home via email on Friday.  These orders will 

be in publisher format with the ability for you to type into them, save them and email them back to 

Julia by the due date - first day of term 2. 

 Statements went home to all families late last week.  M&S fees are due and if you are unable to pay 

them before the end of term or you require an extension, please speak with Julia (if you haven’t 

already done so). 


