Lenswood Primary School - Newsletter
Independence – Resilience – Creativity – Excellence - Community
From the Principal, Jess Moroney

Wed, 5 August 2020
Week 3 - Term 3
Mon - Fri

- 3 to 7 Aug, Parent/
Teacher Interviews
Wed 5/8 - P&F Mtg 7:30pm
Thurs 6/8 - Wheels Day 5/6/7
Fri 7/8
- Assembly 8:50 by
the 5/6/7 class
Wed 19/8 - Hub Band at Loby PS
9am - 10:30

Science
Week
in
Week 5

Happy Birthday to…
Fergus Lane who will be
turning 8 on August 16.
Monday Lunches
Roster
Lunch Helpers
Wk 4 - 10/8 - Prue & Evelyn
Wk 6 - Tues 25/8 - Lisa &
Jacqui Jenkins
Cake Makers
Wk 5 - 17/8 - Tess &
Serena

As we enter the third week of Term Three, it has been great to see staff,
students and parents hit the ground running for the new term. With all of
the cancellations in Terms 1 & 2 we are slowly starting to build activities
and events into the calendar for this term and next. Please keep an eye on
Skoolbag (replaced Flexibuzz) throughout the term, because as like the rest
of the world, we are having to be flexible and work around changing restrictions which could affect proposed events. Keep reading for information on past and upcoming events.
3-Way interviews:
All parents are invited to join their child and class teacher for an interview
this week. The JP students were offered interviews last week, due to Julie
intending to be on leave this week. Unfortunately due to the context interstate, she has now decided to cancel her leave, meaning there is still time
to get in for an interview if you missed one. For all MP and UP families,
please take the opportunity to book a time for your formal face-to-face interview. We strongly value the partnership between home and school,
hence these interviews are an important part in your child’s education. During this time you can discuss the written report that went home late last
term, any questions or concerns you might have regarding your child’s education or simply have the opportunity to touch base with the class teacher
and find out a little more about what is happening at school. Bookings are made online and we
have taken additional measures to ensure we adhere to social distancing and hygiene regulations
during interview times.
Life Education visits:
A huge thank you to Jack and
Bob, who joined us to present
the Life Education sessions for
our students during week two.
Coincidentally, Jack is the new
Lobethal ruckman and was
thrilled to make a few more local connections
while working with us. All students participated in Life Education sessions,
which linked directly to the health curriculum being taught in class and it
was also great to have our local kindy participate in a session as well. Reports back from staff and students is that the dome and education sessions
were great. My daughter was here as a kindy student and loved every minute of it, particularly being able to dress up.
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cont’d… from the Principal, Jess Moroney
Biodiversity Garden and YELP progress:
Our youth environment leaders (YELP)
team have made great progress in the
biodiversity garden over the past few
weeks. They have worked again with
Jeremy from the NRM and the staff at
the State Flora Nursery and have now
established the first bee and butterfly
garden. Unfortunately the existing pond
was beyond repair and
after researching frog ponds, the students decided to work to
remove the existing pond, but install a smaller pond in a more
shaded area. Check out a few of the photos and next time
you’re in, have a look at what they have done. Their long term
plan is to develop a series of interactive trails through their
garden for students to learn about biodiversity and also species of plants regularly used as Aboriginal medicine and bush
tucker.
Attendance:
Now that we are back in the full swing of things it is an opportune time to start the conversation around
the importance of consistent attendance for school students. During this time we expect to have a slight
dip in attendance figures, while we are working closely with families to be vigilant and ensure unwell students remain at home. However, I thought it was a good time to remind everyone around the importance
of regular attendance with a few facts drawn from the Department’s ‘attendance matters’ handbook.
Here is what the research says about attendance:
 Consistent school attendance from the early years is fundamental to ensuring children gain a strong
foundation for later learning.
 Research indicates that students who regularly attend school achieve at higher levels than students
who do not have regular attendance patterns.
 Children and young people who do not regularly attend school or are regularly late miss out on
planned learning experiences, sequences of instruction and class participation. The impact of this
loss is compounded with each absence.
 Once established, patterns of non-attendance are very difficult to change.
 Attendance at school contributes to a community that is well educated, healthier, employed, financially independent and more empowered.
As a Department for Education school we have a target of 95% attendance across the school and while we
are regularly above this figure, we do have weeks where it drops below. Now that life at school is returning to normal we are looking forward to working with the community to ensure we are consistently
meeting our attendance target. If for any reason you are having challenges in getting your child to school
on a regular basis including regular lateness, please drop in and speak with the class teacher or with me
and we can work together to break down the barriers that might be getting in the way of regular attendance.
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Strong 2019 NAPLAN results
I was recently contacted by local journalist Lydia Kellner, who was writing a story for The Adelaide Hills
News highlighting that our school has the best year 7 NAPLAN results throughout Adelaide Hills. The article is available online or is currently displayed on our noticeboard and is great recognition for the hard
work that our staff and students put in each and every day. The article also highlights that the year 3 and
5 students also achieved lofty standards. There are so many factors that contribute to positive outcomes
for students, but I made mention of the hard working students, our quality staff and the work that we do
to foster positive relationships, hence increasing engagement of students at school. While NAPLAN is just
a snapshot of learning at one point in time, the positive results are certainly backed up by the achievement data we collect at school. Congratulations to all staff and students on such a great result.
That’s about enough from me. Have a nice fortnight.
Jess

Reminder to Parents...


Staff have noticed some parents seem to be later and later in collecting their children after school.
We understand sometimes parents are held up and we ask you ring the school if this occurs, however please be mindful that staff duty finishes at 3:15.



A reminder to those families with outstanding M&S Fees. Numerous reminders have gone home to
parents, please let us know if you are having trouble with paying as we are happy to set up a payment plan.
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More Community News...

Prue Klausener, one of our newer
parents to the school this year and
mother of Norah in Reception,
would like to know if you are interested in participating in a weekly Yoga class at school??

Lenswood Ranges Cricket Club- We will
again looking to field junior (U10s up to
U16s) and senior teams this season with
new players very welcome! More information will be circulated to students
shortly, with games commencing in October. Please contact Liam Coulter (0431
329 321) or Al Barnes (0415 087 442)
with any queries. The club’s AGM is Tuesday August 18, 7:30pm at the clubroomseveryone is welcome to attend.

Our school now uses SkoolBag as a
communication platform to parents and
the community. If you haven't already
done so, please download the app on
your mobile device, select Lenswood
Primary School, the ‘group’ you would
like to receive information about/from,
and you’re all set. We are still getting
used to navigating the tool, however
we will be putting up notices, events,
newsletters and much more in the very
near future.
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