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Independence  Resilience  Creativity  Excellence  Community 

From the Principal, Jess Moroney Wed, 10 Feb 2021 

Week 3 - Term 1 

 

8/2 - 12/2 Swimming 

 Lessons 

 

8/2 - 12/2 Three-Way  

 Interviews 

 

Thurs 11/2 P&F Meeting at 

 7.30pm in the 

 library 

 

Tues 16/2 Governing   

 Council at 7pm 

  followed by  first 

  meeting 

 

Fri 19/2 Assembly  

 8.50am 

What an outstanding start to the new school year we have had! All of our children 
have settled in nicely and we have kicked off the school year with great excitement and 
enthusiasm. Keep reading for a few updates and some highlights from the first         
fortnight at school. 
 
School Improvement Display 
For many years, Department for Education 
schools have developed School Improvement 
Plans to ensure that every school continues to 
improve and show growth by having specific 
goals to improve teaching and learning. In 
2019, we worked collaboratively as a staff to 
develop a three year plan with an intentional 
focus on reading, writing and mathematics. 
This doesn’t mean that the other learning   
areas are not important, or that we don’t have 
plans and goals for all other learning areas, but what it means is we have a series of 
goals, targets, challenges of practice, success criteria and key actions in reading, writing 
and mathematics to ensure that every child in every class achieves at least twelve 
months growth each year. Our staff have worked tirelessly to engage in professional 
learning to enhance the teaching and learning that occurs in their classes and we are 
seeing some great outcomes in student achievement and learning. We invite you to 
check out our 2021 challenges of practice and success criteria which is located on the 
display board outside the main entrance. Throughout the year we will add photos and 
work samples highlighting the work we are doing to achieve our goals. Our focus areas 
for term 1 are as follows: 
 Trial a structure during mathematics sessions that ensures staff confidence when 

embedding the four proficiencies (fluency, problem-solving, understanding and 
reasoning) in planning, teaching and learning. 

 Develop a learning culture where students are encouraged to take risks, think, 
act and speak like mathematicians and have an authentic voice in the planning 
and review of mathematics units. 

 Develop a consistent tracking, monitoring and feedback system to ensure we 
“start where the students are at” and respond to individual student needs      
including learning support and intellectual stretch. 

Teachers have been working with Rosslyn Shepherd (mathematics consultant) to fine 
tune multi-week planners in mathematics, build consistency in language and structure 
at transition points throughout the school, and to align our tracking and monitoring 
process to ensure 12 months growth for every child in every class, every year.  

HAPPY  

BIRTHDAY     
To  Chelsea Boyle who 

turns 9 on February 21, 

Bella Bronzin who will be 

turning 11 and Declan    

Mason who turns 6, both 

on February 22 and Jude 

Hermel who will be 9 on 

February 23. Hope you  all 

have a great day! 

Beginning Year interviews 
We had more than 85% of families take the opportunity to book in a beginning year interview with their child’s class teach-
er. This is a wonderful opportunity to connect or re-connect with the teachers who are responsible for a considerable por-
tion of your child’s education. The discussions focus around setting up for a successful year and has been a great opportuni-
ty to plan and set goals collaboratively as a family and with the teachers. If you missed the opportunity to book in, please 
don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher and you can still arrange a time.  
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cont’d… from the Principal, Jess Moroney 

Lenswood Primary on the National Scene 
At the end of week one, a few students were fortunate enough to get a behind 
the scenes look at filming an e-learning series. A team from Beyond Blue, Be You 
and Emerging Minds came to school to film a national e-learning series aimed at 
supporting educators when responding to national disasters. Our school was 
acknowledged for the support, care and initiatives that were put in to place 
when responding to the 2019 Cudlee Creek bushfire and we were asked to pro-
vide advice as to how educators can support students and the wider community 
following a natural disaster. It was a proud moment to acknowledge all of the 
behind the scenes work that our staff put in to place to ensure our community was and will continue to be supported 
following a natural disaster. One of the most important points we discussed was that trauma from a natural disaster 
can be deferred and might appear much later after a traumatic event. If you are seeing any changes of behaviour or 
have any concerns about your children no matter how big or small, please don’t hesitate to be in contact.  
 
Communication reminders: 
Just a reminder that we use a series of apps and platforms to communicate with you throughout the year. It is im-
portant that you download the following apps and keep an eye out for the publications to make sure you are well 
informed with what is   happening at school. For families who are starting their schooling journey it can be a little 
overwhelming getting your head around the changes from kindy to school, but please feel free to speak with Julie or 
myself if you have any questions. In the meantime please download the following apps: 
 Skoolbag:  School based administration and information will come home via this app.  Download and con-

nect to Lenswood Primary School and your child’s class.  We recommend turning on notifications for this app 
to avoid missing key information. 

 Seesaw:  This is used by the classroom teacher to showcase the learning that is happening at school.  You 
would have received a unique QR code to connect to your child’s learning journey. (Please note that some 
families received the ‘class code’ instead of the ‘family code’.  We will re-print the correct code and get it to 
you.  If you have multiple children at school the family code will avoid you having to log in and out for each 
child). 

 Newsletter:  This comes out fortnightly direct to your emails. 
 Facebook:  We use our Facebook mainly as a promotional piece for the school to highlight the special events 

occurring at school.  We occasionally post reminders, but it is important to keep an eye on Skoolbag. 
 QKR App:  This app is used fortnightly for families wanting to order from Maria’s Kitchen.  Every second 

Thursday (odd weeks) children can receive a special lunch delivered by Maria’s Kitchen.  Orders must be 
placed by 4:00pm the Wednesday before delivery date.  Make sure you sign up and select Lenswood Primary 
School. 

 

Re-scheduled Acquaintance Night 
We would like to thank you for your patience and understanding with the last minute postponement of the welcome 
BBQ and acquaintance night. The wild weather set in a little later than expected, but it still would have caused havoc 
on the night should we have gone ahead. We have had a look at the long weather forecast and the new date for the 
BBQ will be Next Wednesday 17 February. The current forecast is for 31 degrees and minimal chance of rain. Fingers 
crossed it remains that way. If you RSVP’d for the previous event we will keep you on the list. Please contact me via 
email if you can no longer make it. The rest of the evening will be as scheduled 5:30pm start.  
 
Governing Council AGM 
A reminder that our AGM and first Governing Council meeting will take place on Thursday 18 February (Week 4). The 
AGM will take place at 7:00pm and then the first meeting for 2021 will commence immediately after. Everyone is 
welcome to attend the AGM and if you would like to nominate to join our Governing Council please email me your 
self-nomination and come along. I have just received the concept design for our new outdoor learning space and 
playground, which will be an exciting topic of  conversation at this first meeting. We have a wonderful Governing 
Council who support the ongoing growth of the school and we would love you to be involved. 
 
Hope you all have a lovely fortnight and those children attending swimming enjoy a great week at the pool. 
Take care 
Jess 
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New Students 

 

Welcome to all of our new students this year. We have 12 new Receptions this year and two new students 
in Year 3.  Hope you are all having a great start to your time here at Lenswood.    

Hamish, brother of Megan 

& Dayna 

Flynn Katie 

Evie 

Riley, brother of Cam 

Charlee, sister of Bella Daniel, brother of Caitlin Olive 

Aiden Ellie, sister of Max T Bella Oscar, brother of Oli & Lily 

Daisy Max T 
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Parents & Friends Committee 

Hi all, 
My name is Lisa Golding and I am the current President of the Parents and Friends committee at Lenswood Primary 
School. Sorry I have been so quiet, it has been a very busy start to the term. 
 
This week we have our first P&F meeting for the year which will be held on Thursday 11 February at 7.30pm in the 
library.  We would love for any new or current members to join us. 
 
For those new to the school, the P&F are a great bunch of people who organise things like Monday Munchies for 
the students, fundraising events and sports day stalls just to name a few.  We use the money raised to make       
purchases for the school to help the students and staff with things they might need. Some examples are money 
towards the new ipads last year, purchasing the Senior jumpers, subsidising camp costs for families etc. What we 
do is really important as we all want the best for our children and every little bit helps. 
 
If you have some fundraising ideas or would like to just come along and join us we would love to see you.  
I look forward to getting to know you all better and please feel free to ask if you have any questions. 
Lisa 

Tarsha Stanton 
I have been a teacher for over 10 years. I           
completed my Bachelor of Learning Management 
specializing in Early Childhood in QLD which is also 
where I began my teaching career. After a few 
years teaching some gorgeous year twos, I decided 
to move back home to SA. I then spent my next 
few years teaching a range of different year levels 
in the city. I’ve had just over 4 years off recently 
(with some relief teaching here and there) as I’ve 
become a mum of two beautiful, cheeky, nature 
loving babes.  
I have recently bought a house in Charleston and 
we are extremely excited to join the hills           
community. We are looking forward to the country 
life and can’t wait to have some veggie patches 
and chooks (and apparently a pet lizard). 
Teaching is my passion, but I also have a love for 
natural health and am studying Complementary 
Medicine & Naturopathy on the side. I love bring-
ing parts of this into the classroom. I am always 
thinking outside of the box to help each individual 
thrive. I am so excited to become part of the   
beautiful Lenswood community and look forward 
to working with you all.  

New Staff 

Andrew Lazaroff 
Andrew has been managing ICT at schools since 

2006. During this time he also taught Digital Media 

at the University of South Australia and the South 

Australian Institute of Business and Technology. 

Coming from both a support and teaching back-

ground, he has a passion for technology and how it 

can be best utilised in classroom scenarios to make 

a real-world difference in how people learn and 

how it can enrich their lives, rather than simply 

using ICT because it exists. In his spare time he  

enjoys suspenseful movies and numerous genres 

of music. While he currently lives in the suburbs, 

he has come to love the peaceful tranquillity and 

community spirit that exists in the Adelaide Hills 

and has been enjoying hills schools since 2017. A 

move may be on the horizon for him in the not-too

-distant future! 


