Independence Resilience Creativity Excellence Community

From the Principal, Jess Moroney

Wed, 24 Feb 2021
Week 5 - Term 1
Thurs 25/2 SAPSASA Courier
Cup Swimming
Thurs 4/3 School Photos
Mon 8/3

Public Holiday

It’s hard to believe that we’re almost at the midway point in the term. What a frenetic
pace, with such a great range of quality learning, experiences and community events.
During the past fortnight we have had parent teacher interviews where almost 90% of
took the opportunity to meet with their child’s class teacher and discuss the intended
learning for 2021. Any opportunity to open communication is a good one and we are
grateful that so many of you came in to talk with us. We also had swimming, where all
reception to year 4 students had the opportunity to swim at the local pool and
continue to learn the valuable skills of water safety. Finally, the third major event for
the fortnight was the annual acquaintance night and welcome BBQ which was
postponed from earlier in the term. We had wonderful weather and it was so nice to
get families together again and enjoy a relaxing evening at school. Keep reading for a
few updates on major projects and upcoming events.
External School Review

To Jemima Boyle, Kye
Schultz, Ellie Schultz,
James Marden & Scott
Rosenthal. They will be
representing our
school tomorrow at the
SAPSASA Swimming
Carnival at the
Mountain Pool in Mt
Barker.

In week 9 of this term, our school will be undertaking an external school review. All
Department for Education schools engage in a review approximately every three years.
The most recent review here was in 2017 and you can locate the findings from the
review on our website. The review will consist of two review officers spending two
days at school where they will speak with staff, students, parents and the principal. A
letter will be coming home in the coming weeks with further information and our
Governing Council representatives will also be nominating a small selection of parents
who will be invited to meet with the review officers directly. The Governing Council
members will be aiming to select a team of parents who provide a cross-section of the
school including long term Lenswood families, newer families and representatives from
each class. This is a wonderful opportunity for all of us to highlight the great things that
have happened at Lenswood over the past 4 years and also to learn a little more about
some of the next steps for our school.
Playground Update
Governing Council met on Tuesday evening to review the first official concept for the
playground and outdoor learning space. We are excited by the design and will continue
to tweak it a little to ensure we are getting something purpose built for our students
and the community. We are working with the contractors to reuse items which are still
salvageable and will be offering up items which are still in good condition but no longer
usable at school over the coming months. From here we will be working with KidSafe
to ensure all items meet regulations before proceeding with construction. While there
is no official start date, we are confident that we will see the new playground build
throughout this school year.
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cont’d… from the Principal, Jess Moroney
Office Update
Unfortunately Julia has had a bit of a setback with her recovery from surgery and will be taking a little bit more time
to ensure she is fully healed before returning to work. For the time being, Nicola and I will be covering the office,
finance and phones but as has been the case for the first month of school there will be times that the answering
machine will take calls. Please leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. We are very grateful
for the support and understanding that all of our families have shown and know you will join us in wishing Julia all
the best as she continues her recovery. We must also thank Belinda Weeks (Lobethal Primary) and Sara Rosenthal
who have offered to support with any of the curly finance questions. This is another wonderful example of the
supportive nature of our extended community.
Student Leader Elections
We were thrilled to acknowledge all of our students in their final year and present them with their seniors’ jumper.
We started the process late last year to ensure that our students were able to receive their jumper in a timely
manner. Due to the double cohort of graduating students, all uniform suppliers have the challenging task of
providing double the commemorative jumpers in one year. We could have chosen to start the process this year,
which might have made sizing a little easier, but it would have meant receiving jumpers wouldn’t have occurred until
potentially the middle or late term 2. Our students spent the end of 2020 designing a new look senior’s top and they
are thrilled with the outcome.
I would also like to acknowledge our four elected school leaders. A number of students nominated for a school
leader position and after a lengthy process I am thrilled to announce that Amaya, Scott, Milly and Ellie have all been
appointed as the student leaders who will oversee our student voice committee in 2021. Congratulations to these
students, you are all very well deserving of this formal position.
Congratulations must also go to Daniel, Norah, Max, Caitlin, Laura and Angus who will be joining our school leaders
on the student voice committee. I am really excited to be working with these students and seeing the new and
exciting projects we can work on together.
Sports Day
Finally, we have decided to again host sports day in term 4 for 2021. Last year’s sports day was highly successful
during term 4 and we were keen to give the students a bit of a gap throughout the year to build anticipation and
help us plan an exciting sports day for 2021. Given that we are also running without some of our key staff for the first
few weeks of school, we also thought it beneficial to host the event during term 4 where we can give it our full
attention.
Hope you all have a wonderful fortnight.
Take care

Family BBQ
Evening
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Student Leaders

Introducing our Student Leaders for 2021 - Amaya, Scott, Milly and Ellie.

Congratulations to our Student Voice Class Representatives - Daniel, Norah, Caitlin,
Max, Laura and Angus.

Swimming Week
We had a great week at swimming with the students having a great time as well as learning a lot. Here are a few
photos of our week.
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Governing Council
Governing Council is off to a bang this year, and has been lucky enough to welcome several new members. We
would like to extend a warm welcome to our newest 2 members – Matt McEwan and Julia Trescowthick, and look
forward to their valuable contributions to the vision of our wonderful school. Your Governing Council Members this
year are: Emily Ebdell (Chairperson), Evelyn Pearse (Secretary), Lisa Golding (Treasurer), and committee members
Jess Boyle, Serena Flavell, Susie Green, Matt McEwan and Julia Trescowthick. We are also joined each meeting by
Jess Moroney and an elected staff member. At any point throughout the year, members from the general school
community are welcomed at meetings, whether that be to contribute or observe, and the more the merrier!
2020 was a challenging year for our little school community, but one which I think all staff, students and parents
should look back on with pride. The school community was able to navigate the horrors of bushfires and COVID-19,
and was able to achieve some fantastic results which everyone should be proud of. Governing Council assisted in
helping to establish and implement a new uniform, and has been working with Jess and the department to install a
new play space which is currently in the design stages and looking fantastic!
Governing Council is a great way for parents to get involved in the school community and get more insight into the
running of the school. Given our size, it is a great opportunity to help in forming the direction of the school and
have your say and be heard about improvements and new ideas, which in larger schools can be at times difficult to
achieve. I am more than happy for, and indeed encourage, any parents to get in touch with myself or Council
members with any feedback/questions or ideas, and we will welcome them with open arms. If needed, please feel
free to email me at emebdell@gmail.com if there are any items you would like me to raise at future meeting and I
will be happy to do so. I would also encourage anyone curious to pop into our next meeting (at this stage scheduled
for Tuesday 16th March in Week 8) and see what we’re all about. We look forward to an exciting year, with lots of
big things on the horizon – watch this space!

Community News
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