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From the Principal, Jess Moroney

Wed, 24 March 2021
Week 9 - Term 1
24/3-26/3 Aquatics Camp
Upper Class
Thurs 25/3 Wheels Day
- Upper
Thurs 25/3 Marias Kitchen
Thurs 1/4

Wheels Day
- Lower

Friday 2/4

Public Holiday
- Good Friday

Mon 5/4

Public Holiday
- Easter Monday

Thurs 8/4

Wheels Day
- Middle

Thurs 8/4

Marias Kitchen

Friday 9/4

Last Day of term
Dismissal at 2:15

External School Review Update
A huge thank you to all of the staff, students and parents who were involved
in the external school review earlier this week. Our review officers have spent
the past two days having conversations with a large portion of the school
community. They were able to elicit the many strengths of our school and in
the coming days will be back to meet with me and discuss further directions
for the school. As a principal it was pleasing to share our achievements and
learning journey. The early feedback from the review officers has been extremely complimentary of the direction of the school and the culture we
have here. Once the report is available, we will be using the directions to
shape our journey for the next few years. As soon as I receive the report, it
will be made available on our website and I would encourage you all to have
a read to check out our next steps.
School Photo Update
On behalf of the school community, I passed on our deepest condolences to Mark
from Duncan Images whose wife, Deb sadly passed in the days leading up to our
scheduled school photos. As you would imagine this is a challenging time for Mark
and we will continue to offer our support. Mark made contact with me recently and
is eager to get back into a bit of routine and would love to be a part of our school
photos again. He has supported us for many years and brings a real personal touch
and attention to detail when capturing images of your children. Mark will be here on
Wednesday 31 March to take school photos. Please see the information that came
home with your child earlier this week and contact Julia for info on sibling photos.
Uniform Stock

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY to:
Asha who turns 8
on the 26 March,
Cam F who will be
12 on the 3 April.
Enjoy your special
day.

Like many industries, the supply of school uniforms is currently becoming an issue
for schools. A few sizes in our polo shirt and then a range of plain navy items are currently unavailable with an expected date in April of arrival. Once the items are available we will ensure those waiting on an order receive their items first and then aim
to purchase a small surplus stock which should minimise the issue in the future. The
uniform supplier has been incredibly apologetic and has acknowledged that a large
number of schools are having the same issues with supply. We apologise for any inconvenience and will continue to work with the supplier to minimise the issue for
families.
Camps and Excursions
Our staff value camps and excursions highly as an integral way of ensuring high levels of engagement with the Australian Curriculum and the opportunity to offer
hands on learning linking to what is happening at school. This term our junior, middle and upper classes all have camps and excursions scheduled.
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cont’d… from the Principal, Jess Moroney
Camps and Excursions con’t
Today we sent our upper primary class off to Murraylands Aquatic Camp where they will engage in their water activities with the intention of increasing awareness of safety and engaging with the Physical Education curriculum area.
Next week our middle class are off to the Planetarium at Mawson Lakes and then to Cobbler’s Creek with direct links
to the Science curriculum. Finally, in week 11 our JP class are heading to Middleton Beach to conclude a unit of work
revolving around Pamela Allen’s book Mr McGee Goes to Sea. This unit has a link to many aspects of the Australian
Curriculum including Science, English, Mathematics and Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS). We are incredibly
thankful for the parents who support on excursions/camps and the staff for their work in planning engaging excursions linking to the learning happening at school.
Student Free and School Closure Days for 2021
Governing Council has now endorsed the remaining student free and school closure days for 2021. This year each
Department for Education School has four student free days, where students remain off-site while staff engage in
professional learning linked to our school improvement plan. Schools also have one school closure where the entire
school is closed to staff and students for a day of local significance. Our first student free day for the year was on 25
January prior to the children returning for the school year and we can now notify you of the remaining days for the
year. Please mark the following dates in your calendar:


Tuesday 27 April (Term 2, Week 1) Student Free 2 – The focus for this student free day is staff professional
learning around assessing, teaching and learning when writing information reports. Our staff will be engaging
with other local school staff to utilise the Brightpath assessment tool and plan intentional and targeted learning for students in the genre of information reports. We are now in our 3 rd year of engaging with the
Brightpath Assessment tool and have seen great improvement in our students’ achievement in writing.



Friday 6 August (Term 3, Week 3) Student Free 3 – The focus for this student free day is developing a stronger understanding of the high impact strategies in literacy and numeracy. Our staff will be utilising our student
achievement data to develop clear learning intentions and success criteria for students, while developing more
consistency in our approach to providing feedback for learning.



Friday 3 September (Term 3, Week 7) School Closure – This is the day after our evening whole school performance and the day prior to the Royal Adelaide Show. Historically, many of our families are quite involved in
the Royal Show and take the time on the day before the show to prepare for their involvement. All students
and staff will be off-site on this day.



Friday 5 November (Term 4, Week 4) Student Free 4 – The final student free day for the year will enable
staff to review their impact and sharpen our focus for 2022. It will enable us to have a deeper look at what has
worked and the improvement of student learning.

When scheduling student free days we aim to have the minimum disruption to student learning and families. We
highly value the opportunity to work together as a staff and with educators throughout the region. We thank you all
for the ongoing support of our staff and their learning.
We hope you all have a wonderful fortnight
Take care, Jess

P&F Raffle - Reminder
A quick reminder to return your raffle book money asap. Even if you haven’t sold all the tickets we still legally require all books and money to be returned to us. A big thank you to those families who have donated to our raffle
already, we have some yummy goodies ready to be won!
phone:8389 8278 email: dl.0136_info@schools.sa.edu.au
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Oscar Mason
Demonstrates:

Lily Mason
Demonstrates:
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Excellence
by putting a great effort
into all areas..

o
Phot

Community
by being helpful at
lunchtimes.

Teacher: Ms Read

Teacher: Ms Browne

Angus Green
Demonstrates:

Tilly Boyle
Demonstrates:

Independence
in always working independently in all areas.

Teacher: Ms Read
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Resilience
by never giving up and
persevering with a smile.

Teachers: Mrs Mason
& Mrs Stanton

Max Marden
Demonstrates:
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Community
by helping others and
showing kindness

Teachers: Mrs Mason
& Mrs Stanton

Aussie of the Month - February 2021
Congratulations to Scarlett Hermel for being our
February Aussie of the Month! Well done Scarlett,
you have worked hard this year while not complaining, giving everything a go, and doing it all with a
smile - well done!
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Cricket Clinic
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We recently had a visit from the SACA who came to
support our physical education program with some
cricket clinics. All students from reception to year 7
enjoyed some quality coaching while developing
their cricket skills. A fun time was had by all.
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